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FINAL MINUTES FOR PA SUPERVISION SUBCOMMITTEE TELECONFERENCE 
Held at 12:00 p.m. on Wednesday, December 20, 2006 
9545 E. Doubletree Ranch Road · Scottsdale, Arizona 

 
 

Subcommittee Members 
Robert P. Goldfarb, M.D., F.A.C.S., Chair 

Ram R. Krishna, M.D.  
Patrick N. Connell, M.D. 

Becky Jordan 
Paul M. Petelin, Sr., M.D.  

 
CALL TO ORDER  
The meeting was called to Order at 12:00 p.m.      
 
ROLL CALL  
The following Subcommittee Members were present:  Robert P. Goldfarb, M.D., Ram R. Krishna, M.D., Patrick N. Connell, M.D. and Becky 
Jordan.  The following Board Member was not present: Paul M. Petelin, Sr., M.D.  
        
CALL TO PUBLIC  
Mandy Weaver from the Arizona Osteopathic Medical Association (AOMA) observed the meeting.  Dr. Michael Christopher, Medical Director 
of St. Joseph’s Emergency Department also observed the meeting.  Dr. Christopher asked the Subcommittee to consider, in their proposed 
changes of Physician Assistant (PA) Supervision, the differences between how a physician’s office operates in contrast to how an 
emergency room or urgent care operates and to make proposed recommendations with consideration for practicality in all settings. 
 
Kari Shmul, PA-C, President Elect Arizona State Association of Physician Assistants (ASAPA) addressed the Subcommittee by 
summarizing the general education and training of Physician Assistants and provided statistics showing the quality of care provided by a PA 
is equivalent to the quality of care of physicians.  Ms. Shmul stated the current model for PA Supervision is working adequately and 
suggested the Subcommittee not change a good system already in place.  
 
Elizabeth Baskett from the Arizona Hospital and Healthcare Association (AzHHA) and Richard Bitner, Legislative Counsel for the Arizona 
College of Emergency Physicians and Legislative Counsel for ASAPA were present to observe the meeting as well.  

NON-TIME SPECIFIC ITEMS 

I. Physician Assistant Supervision Discussion 
Robert P. Goldfarb, M.D. noted the Arizona Medical Board had been witnessing there were many physicians who did not understand their 
role in supervising PA’s and there seemed to be confusion in general regarding such supervision in both the MD and PA community. 
 
Dr. Goldfarb said the Board discussed some of the supervision issues at their Offsite Meeting and made a statement following such 
discussion.  However, Dr. Goldfarb welcomed the opportunity to revisit the Board’s original statement.  
 
Dr. Goldfarb asked the Subcommittee to determine if PAs can see patients independently or only those patients of their supervising 
physician and to also discuss PAs who work in geographically separate locations from their supervising physician.  Dr. Goldfarb asked the 
Subcommittee to reserve comments regarding the difference between the duties of the supervising physicians and the supervising agents 
for the following subcommittee meeting and to discuss supervision generally at this meeting. 
 
Ram R. Krishna, M.D. said recent complaints seen by the Board have shown PAs are practicing independently and are using their 
supervising physician in name only.  Dr. Krishna also said the cases the Board has reviewed have also shown PAs are not practicing in the  
same field or specialty of their supervising physician.  Dr. Krishna said he found this to be inadequate supervision of a physician assistant.   
 
Patrick N. Connell, M.D. said he has been supervising PAs in the emergency department for a long time and said most of the PAs that he 
has encountered were appropriately supervised by their supervising physicians.  Dr. Connell said he did not agree with the current Assistant 
Attorney General interpretation of the statute that each PA must see patients only seen by the supervisor.  Dr. Connell said a PA’s 
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dependent relationship did not mean every patient they see has to be reviewed by their supervisor as that would too a large of a burden.  
Dr. Connell noted it would be impossible for 20 supervisors to all meet once a week to discuss cases with a mutual PA who worked in the 
emergency department.  
 
Becky Jordan said she was concerned with PAs who practice in a geographically separate location from their supervisors.  Dr. Krishna 
commented that if PAs can see patients on their own and not only the patients of their supervising physician it would change the intended 
function of a PA.  Dr. Krishna noted a PA’s function is to assist the physician, not to open their own practices.  Dr. Connell said that if the 
Board enforced an opinion that PA’s could only see the patients of their supervising physician, PAs would be completely put out of 
emergency department practice.  Dr. Krishna said his comment was intended towards situations outside of an emergency department 
setting. 
 
Dr. Goldfarb summarized that it was the consensus of the Subcommittee that patients who present to the emergency room could be seen by 
a PA without the patient first establishing with a supervising physician.  However, PAs cannot establish independent practices where the 
supervising physician is not seeing the patients or supervising in the practice.   
 
Dr. Goldfarb asked the Subcommittee to define how the supervisor should supervise a physician assistant.  Dr. Krishna said he believed the 
supervisor should visit the patient at least once during the course of the PA’s treatment.  Ms. Jordan suggested the supervisor sign off on 
the PA’s progress notes weekly.   
 
Dr. Connell noted it sounded as if the Subcommittee was moving toward drafting a set of new rules.  Timothy Miller, J.D., Executive Director 
agreed that some type of documented was needed to guide supervisors, whether the document be in the form of guidelines or new rules.  
Dr. Goldfarb concluded it was not necessary to determine immediately in what form the Subcommittee’s statement would be published, but 
said the concerns of the Subcommittee would continue to be discussed at the following Subcommittee Meeting. 
 
MOTION:  Ram R. Krishna, M.D. moved to adjourn the meeting. 
SECONDED:  Becky Jordan  
VOTE: 4-yay, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 1-absent 
MOTION PASSED. 

  
The meeting was adjourned at 12:50 p.m. 
                     

 
       

                                                                   
____________________________________ 
Timothy C. Miller, J.D., Executive Director  
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